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Issue Habitat and Biodiversity Loss in Malaysia
According to the report from Sim L.L (2019), Living Planet Report 2018 showed that between 1970 and 2014, the size of the species population in the Living Planet Index dropped by more than 60%. This shows the increase in habitat and biodiversity loss in the world. Habitat and biodiversity loss in Malaysia are not a new issue in Malaysia. According to Change, F. G. F. L. U. (2012), Malaysia’s deforestation rate is the highest among the tropical countries. The analysis shows that between 1990 to 2000 and 2000 to 2005, the rate of deforestation increased by 86 percent. These statistics show that Malaysia had faced issue habitat and biodiversity loss in a long time. However, the sadness is that even though all research showed Malaysia had lost a lot of habitat and biodiversity, it still got some people and organizations involved in destructive activities. This situation becomes even worse when the loss of habitat and biodiversity is faster than the pace of the protected area. Hence, the purpose of this assignment is to awaken people about environmental awareness.
According to the World Wildlife Fund in Malaysia, oil-palm plantation covers 4.08 million hectares of forest. It shows the conversion for agriculture used is the main cause of habitat and biodiversity loss. Agriculture is important because it is the main source of raw materials and important for international trade. Thus, for developing our country, the government had converted the forest for agriculture. Additional, widespread urbanization also is the causes of habitat and biodiversity loss. The increase in population has led to urbanization. People need more living place and maintain sustainability. Hence, deforestation occurs and cause habitat loss. Flora and fauna lose their foods, water and shelters due to deforestation. Animals are unable to survive without daily needs. Habitat loss leading to extinction. Indirectly, biodiversity will loss due to the loss of various animals leading to the collapse of ecosystem functions. 
Besides, the mining process is extremely dangerous to biodiversity. According to the study by Sonter. L (2020), the extraction of valuable minerals and metals such as copper, tin and iron ore influence more than 19 million square miles or 35 percent of the earth’s land surface. Through the news in The Star, the unregulated bauxite mining activities in Pahang had caused rivers and sea waters near Pantai Balok and Pantai Batu Hitam to turn red during heavy rainfall. (P. Aruna, 2019) It shows that a large number of chemicals and a high concentration of chemicals from the mining process cause water pollution. Therefore, when heavy metals transport into groundwater, they can cause habitat changes. Temperature and pH change destroy the aquatic habitat. Thus, aquatic animals unable to survive when habitat destruction occurs. The organisms which inhabited the site are displaced or die to lead to the loss of biodiversity. 
Furthermore, climate change also is the causes of habitat and biodiversity loss. In Malaysia, 14 Global Climate Models are used to predict climate models. These models indicate that temperature in Malaysia may rise from 0.7 to 2.6 degree Celsius and the precipitation will be between –30 percent to 30 percent. (Rahman, H. A., 2009). Climate change occurs due to deforestation, fossil fuels burning and livestock raising. Impact of climate change such as rising sea levels increased drought will cause the loss of habitat and indirectly disrupt ecosystem process. For instance, sea level rise cause sea turtles to lose nesting beaches and melting Arctic sea ice threatens polar bears’ main prey. According to McGraw-Hill Education, sudden disruption of the ecosystem may cause species extinction, the reduction of species in the biosphere will decrease biodiversity. 
Depending on the National Wildlife Federation, invasive species alter food web in an ecosystem by destroying or replacing native food sources. Based on ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) Clearing House Mechanism, there are 106 records of species that are invasive in Malaysia such as species Acacia Confusa which from the Philippines, Taiwan, and China. When invasive species introduced to a new area, it may cause the extinction of native plants and animals, thereby reducing biodiversity and altering habitat. Further, invasive species can reproduce and grow rapidly. This is because invasive species have little food value for wildlife. Their new environment lacks natural food predator. Thus, native species cannot compete with invasive species for food and other resources. Hence, invasive species can change the condition in an ecosystem and cause the extinction of native species. 
Habitat and biodiversity loss destroy natural reservoirs of medicinal and limits the frontiers of discovery in science and medicine. Hence, government Malaysia had done many ways to prevent habitat and biodiversity loss. For example, Chior Wildlife Sanctuary in Perak was established in 1903 to strengthen wildlife conservation programs, maintaining the integrity of protected areas and enhance knowledge, awareness and public participation towards wildlife conservation. The largest national park as known as King George V Park and was created in 1939. Government Malaysia also formulated the National Biological Diversity Policy, and it was launched in April 1998. This policy provides protection guidelines for all government agencies and the management of biodiversity in the country. The National Forestry Act (1984) had established to protect forest biodiversity. Malaysia also had established marine reserves to protect important habitats to maintain the lifecycle of species.
Non-Government Organizations also play a key role to protect the loss of habitat and biodiversity. We need a Non-Government Organization in Malaysia to educate the public about the importance of biodiversity. To illustrate, Malaysia Natural Society and World-Wide Fund for Nature-Malaysia had played their roles in the conservation of biodiversity in Malaysia. Malaysia Natural Society had held a lot of activities and campaigns to promote the conservation of Malaysia’s natural heritage. Malaysia Natural Society also develops an educational program to instill the love of nature to students and allow future generations to participate in the protection of natural heritage. 
School authorities must also play their role in helping students gain knowledge about managing the Earth’s resources and helping them to know their responsibility of maintaining Malaysia’s habitat and biodiversity. School authorities can organize beautification environment activities. Students involve themselves in beautification environment such as cleaning the school, planting gardens with local flowers and building nests for birds can help them more understanding their responsibility to maintain the ecosystem of the environment. School authorities also can cooperate with environmental organizations to organize a campaign or environmental competition to stimulate students’ understanding of the environment. Additional, organize a field trip to parks and nature preserves to guide students on environmental topics. Hence, the school can carry up many to promote student to maintain biodiversity in Malaysia.
The experience of biodiversity, the actual interaction during childhood and the variation and diversity with living and nonliving objects in nature provide children with important learning opportunities, including an understanding of biodiversity. (Beery, T., & Jørgensen, K. A., 2018). This statement clearly showed that parents should introduce their children to the knowledge of biodiversity. Parents can bring their children to a national park and help them to learn to enjoy nature. Next, parents can also encourage their children to participate in the activities regarding the protected environment. The most important is parents must show their respect for nature. Parents have a major influence on their children because they are modelling the behavior of their parents. Hence, if parents show respectful to nature, their children will also show their respect for nature. The respectful to nature will help children to know the importance of the environment. Hence, they will not destroy the environment and indirectly protected habitat and biodiversity in Malaysia.
Besides that, society has a responsibility to maintain and protect the loss of habitat and biodiversity. Society can participate in biodiversity conservation by increasing the knowledge of environmental issues and increasing awareness of the impact of biodiversity loss. Non-Government Organizations have organized a lot of programs which are helping to maintain and protect biodiversity. Society can donate money and adopt animals through Non-Government Organizations. Society can also join the Non-Government Organization and take action to say “no” to something that will affect the environment. Furthermore, society should say no to the product made by animals. When society works together to refuse to buy the products made by animals, we can prevent more animals from being harmed. This is because when the product is unsalable, businesses will understand that products made by animals will not arouse customers’ desire to buy it, so we can protect the animals indirectly. By the way, we can also prevent biodiversity loss.
Lastly, I learn a lot of lessons after research on this issue. I am particularly good at ignoring nature’s law and pretending that I am not bound by natural laws. However, my action is destroying the environment and causing the loss of habitat and biodiversity. Ignoring the laws gives more people the opportunity to destroy the ecological environment. Then, I should go outdoor and observing nature, spend time to interact with nature and observe the beauty of nature. Next, I must take my action in protecting the environment instead of thinking. For example, I can purchase an eco-friendly product to prevent pollution. Pollutants cause contamination in water and soil and cause a change in the ecosystem and habitat loss. When many species decline, hence cause the loss of biodiversity. 
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