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UNEMPLOYMENT IN MALAYSIA

    Malaysia's population in 2020 is estimated at 32.7 million as compared to 32.5 million in 2019 with an annual growth rate of 0.4 per cent according to Department of Statistic Malaysia. Malaysia unemployment rate for 2019 was 3.32% and in 2020, the unemployment rate in Malaysia was at approximately 3.38 percent which the official result will be much greater than this percentage. Malaysia youth unemployment rate for 2019 was 11.26%, a 0.23% increase from 2018. So what is unemployment? Unemployment, according to the Hayek, F. A. (1960) is persons above a specified age (usually 15) not being in paid employment or self-employment but currently available for work during the reference period. As according to previous Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri Ahmad Zaid Hamidi, Malaysia unemployment rate is remain high is because Malaysian have the habit of choosing the work which mostly they prefer good working environment and reject the 3D work which are ‘Dangerous, Dirty and Difficult’ and most of this job is low paid job and mostly the foreign worker will accept this job offer as most of the Malaysian do not want to accept. The employer also want to save the cost thus they will look for more foreign workers as their paid is lower. In Malaysia, there are many causes and there are many ways that the jobless people can overcome their difficulties although in this Covid-19 pandemic.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As we know now not only Malaysia is facing the Covid-19 pandemic but the whole world is facing this problem. Millions of people had lost their job and according to Malaysia Statistic Department, Malaysia’s labour market felt the brunt of the government-imposed Movement Control Order (MCO) and the April 2020 unemployment had reached to 5% which is the highest since 1990. This all causes is due to the lockdown of some states and Covid-19 pandemic. All the people now a days very caution with their surrounding especially at the public area. As Malaysia government had announce that all the company can only have 10 percent of their management/supervisory to work during lockdown period to both government sector and private sector and is encouraged to work from home according to Malaysiakini article. Many company usually sales and also hotel industry had being affected much as no one will neither simply and feel free to go to shopping at this lockdown period nor go to vacation. There are thousands of company usually involve in travel had announce bankruptcy and even some five star hotel had announced bankruptcy such as Ramada Hotel which had 294-rooms which nearly 40 year of history since 1981 according to New Straits Times. This had produce a lot of unemployment rate in Malaysia and it is believed that there are more than 200 people had lost their job from the Ramada Hotel. In Malaysia, there are two well-known airlines company which are AirAsia and Malaysia Airlines. Both of this company is facing a lot of financial trouble as there are no flight that can be send our or return to Malaysia currently and there are tens of thousands of people had demand the airlines companies to return the money for their flight tickets. Both airlines companies had no choice but to fire or retrench their employees to ensure that they can cut their cost. AirAsia had retrenched about 10% of their employees from 240,000 which is 2,400 had lost their job according to New Straits Times. All this trouble that many of the companies faced is all due to Covid-19 virus and also the lockdown of our country. Now there are many graduates cannot find a secure job or some of them faced financial problem as now many companies cannot afford to pay a higher salary. 

  Throughout all this trouble, hundred of thousands of people had lost loss their job, but there’s always a way to fix the condition. Jobless cannot meant that the end of your career path or even the end of your life. They are many people had figure out some ways to overcome their financial difficulties by starting a business by their own hand. There are some example that I had searched through online. According to The Star newspaper, there is a jobless Thai guy had started to sell homemade ‘yau char kwai’which is Malaysian Chinese traditional food in Serdang roadside. He do not depends on the government’s money support or even the help from the EPF money and start to make money his own. He had become famous as his food is delicious and attracted a lot of Chinese to buy his food there. There is also a guy which is only 30-year old and was part of the owner of two computer store which he had made more than 6 number monthly but due to financial problem and had closed down his stores and start to become one of the ‘foodpanda’ cyclist to repay his RM3000 loan every months according to World of Buzz. A graduates named Kavievanan Subramaniam which is a graduates from mechanical engineering degree had start to sell RM1 masala tea to make a living because he believe that currently don’t have any companies that give good offer to fresh graduates as now is Covid-19 pandemic and the lockdown period in Kuala Lumpur and Selangor will not end soon. And finally there’s a pilot which recently lost his job during the pandemic had started to make his own burger. His start the business with his wife and received a lot of good rating from the customer and many of the news reporter had interviewed him because their business is very successful even though in the pandemic so as the lockdown period. He and his wife start this business as both of them is a burger lover and will hunt every famous burger that they can find. All this example shows that there is always a way to find out and there is not hard to start a business but make sure you’re hardworking to build up your business. All this people shows that they really had the initiative to help themselves without any assistance of anyone. Obviously they had paid a lot of hard time during this period but after all is worth.

During all this research, I’m proud to be a Malaysian. In this research period, I had a lot of self- reflection that had been made throughout this research. In this research, I know that job secure is not everything and everything should have solution or ways to overcome our difficulties. No matter how hard is our lives, no matter how tough the condition that we faced, there’s always a way to overcome. In our lives, we always unpredictable event and we might get up and continue to face our journey. We might be alone to face everything but we should always remember, there is always a people that care for us is beside us. Such as the pilot that selling the burger, he do not make the business up with his own but with his wife. There are many news that stated fresh graduates is equal to lose job. This is because many graduates cannot find a good job. But this is not a problem, like Kavievanan Subramaniam is selling masala tea to his living and he sell his masala tea with just RM1. This is not a charity but is a business strategy. He tends to spread his name and masala tea with a cheap price to let people to enjoy his drink first. With this, more and more people want to buy from him and of course he will finally earn his living. Although mechanical engineering still in high demand and usually have secure job nowadays, but we always can try something new. I had a friend of mine which studied doctor and because only his family is popular doctor family around the area. But he is not interested to become a doctor but a chef. Finally, he quit his high paid salary doctor occupation and become a small chef at a 5 star rating hotel. Currently he is the main chef in the hotel. This story told us that there is always not a too late for our career and passion is the main objective to find a job and not the salary as we cannot earn all the money around the world, even Warren Buffet or Bill Gates can’t earn all the fortune around the world. In this research I also notice that we all not necessary need government support in terms of financial during a breakout of disease, we still can help ourselves like the Thai uncle start to sell ‘yau char kwai’ to let his family survive and will not stay hungry during this lockdown. I’m very impressed by his determination and his quick action so as his solution. Unemployed is not everything, but if you lost the passion of living or you don’t have the motivation to earn a living and this will become a huge trouble. In conclusion, I think that there’s no one which is useless, pay more hardworks and we can hit our goal in the future.
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