REFLECTION WEEK 2
ADAM BIN RAZALI
     On 2nd October 2019, I resumed my Graduate Success Attribute class for the second week running. I was looking forward for this week’s class as I had fun in the first class last week with all the interesting topics discussed by the class with the lovely Dr.Marlina Ali, the brainstorming sessions, the Q&A sessions with random students and especially the weekly online quiz in quizizz. With last week’s introduction to the subject and the first topic which was employability, this week’s class had me hyped up for what’s to come.
     When the day came, it was calm and gloomy as usual as it is during the raining season. My friends and I had just finished our prayers in the mosque, we didn’t make the same mistake as the first class when we relaxed and took our time but we rushed quickly to Lecture Hall 1. After we arrived, we sat quietly for quite some time. About 15 minutes passed, my classmates have grown suspicion on why hasn’t Dr. Marlina come yet. I remained optimistic and stayed for a little while. My patience paid off as Dr. Marlina came around the 30 minute mark. As soon as she arrived, she handed out the attendance list. My friend Azley stated that Dr. Marlina has to come 30 minutes late because she has some erands to attend to.
     Class started as normally with Dr. Marlina showing the slides to the second topic which was Scholarship Skills. She firstly showed the definition of scholarship skills according to the syllabus which was abilities a scholar must possess to be a good researcher, writer, reviewer and presenter. This was an interesting take on the topic because most students associate the word scholarship with the scholarship you apply and attend interviews in order to get financial help from a company or organization. Even my Indonesian classmates thought that it was ‘that’ scholarship. Dr. Marlina corrected us all by saying that it wasn’t the case and the real answer was our ability as students to become a excellent researcher, writer, reviewer and presenter.
     Afterwards, Dr. Marlina also talked about the four aspects of scholarships skills which was coded from SC 1-4. SC1 was the ability to find and manage relevant information from a variety of sources, SC2 was the ability to be receptive to new ideas towards autonomous learning. Dr. Marlina briefly asked us to search for the meaning of autonomous learning, turns out the meaning is an approach to learning which learners hold the power to regulate and control their learning activities. This was interesting because ever since secondary school I’ve been slowly taught to implement this type of learning in my daily life and now I know a new term for that kind learning. SC3 was the ability to develop an inquisitive mind and SC4 was to use systematic research methodology. This is a good guideline in which I can follow in the process of being a true scholar.
     Dr. Marlina also touched on the individual assignment on the current issues happening around the world. She had the slide on plagiarism which was the taking of other people’s work and recognizing it as our own without the mention of the owner. In other words plagiarism is also stealing in a more polite terms. She also showed us some examples of the assignment that we were supposed to do with the help of a software that can detect if one’s passage was copied or not. There were people who copied about 90 percent and there were zero percent also. This was eye-opening because it was the first time I saw the software and I was impressed at the tchnology used for such a simple assignment. I will definitely take note when doing my assignment so that I don’t do the same mistake as my seniors did.
     Before the weekly quiz, Dr. Marlina showed us one of the many softwares subscribed by CICT UTM and it was Endnote. A software that saves and organizes the references for any type of written project. This simplifies a student work as we don’t have to manually key in the reference and just use Endnote to fill in the gaps. I’m glad that we have this types of softwares that can help us a little when doing these assignments. We carry over to the quiz which was done in pairs. I was paired up with Azley and we took the quiz head on with full confidence. We finished in record time but sadly finished we the short-end of the stick. Azley’s complacency cost us one point and our re-attempt was unsuccessful as we finished with only 3 out of 5 questions right. Kudos to DAR for being first.
     In conclusion, this week’s class was an informative one. Not only we got to learn the syllabus topic but also got to see the software used in determining the percentage of plagiarism and also got introduced to the Endnote software that I will definitely use in my future works as it will make my works more professional.             
