AKADEMI MOKHTAR DAHARI (AMD), WHAT CAUSE SUCH DISGRACE?

GAMBANG : After listening to most of the trainee’s parent who attended the National Football Development Programme (NFDP) Townhall at National Sport Council of Malaysia in Bukit Jalil complaint about the Mokhtar Dahari Academy (AMD), Minister of Youth and Sports, Syed Saddiq planned a visit to see the actual situation of the academy. It was built at a cost of millions ringgit for the sake of our nation football in the future and to provide a high class football facilities for our youngsters. Minister of Youth and Sports, Syed Saddiq Syed Abdul Rahman had made the visit to the Mokhtar Dahari Academy (AMD) in Gambang on 4th October 2018 afternoon. Syed Saddiq shocked us through his own Twitter and exposed all the disgrace in the academy. What made him upset was the whole condition of the academy. He was truly shocked by the outcome of the project that cost around RM80 million. The whole academy is not in the best condition because been neglected and in a disgraceful state. Malaysians stood and voice out their disappointment towards what is happening in the academy based on what had been exposed by Syed Saddiq.
	Akademi Mokhtar Dahari (AMD) was suggested as a five stars football academy that will train the best young footballers in between 13 to 17 years old from all over the country. The academy will be equipped with the best football facilities and also facilities alike the boarding school for all the trainees. The academy located at Gambang, Pahang and to be exact beside the Sekolah Sukan Malaysia (SSM). The pupil enrolment was already started at 2017.
	But, what we had expected the academy to be didn’t turn out well. “Even the basic facilities are not adequate,” said Syed Saddiq. The whole academy is in an unready state to be fully operate and use yet the operation of the National Football Development Programme (NFDP) has to be progress. Syed Saddiq had stated that there are about 800 defects in the academy and luckily, the academy is still under cover of damage warranty for two years. 
The facilities are not maintain well. The staff in the academy has to use their own equipment to do their job. There are even no wifi service provided in the academy. The signal at the academy is not strong enough so when the staff has to use their own internet services, they need to leave the room to get the best coverage. Many classroom and other rooms as well are not fully equipped with desks and chairs. There are even leaking at most of the places in the academy. Although there is gym for the trainees, the gym equipment also not fully equipped and not ready to use. The place that the trainees living in are not comfortable as stated by Syed Saddiq. The hydrotherapy facilities are also can’t be use because didn’t been service for a long time. What even worsen the situation is, the food supplies in the academy is not enough for the trainees. They had to get food from Sekolah Sukan Malaysia near them. Everything that had been exposed by Syed Saddiq become a big concerned for everybody. Many people are questioning about the program and being so upset about it.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Who has to be blame for all the defects and damage in the academy? Who has to be responsible towards all the disgrace in the academy? The former CEO of NFDP, Safirul Abu Bakar had come out with many answers regarding this issues. The main issue that lead to all the disgrace in the academy is because of lacks of fund. He also stated that the five main ‘characters’ that are fully responsible in this project. The main contractor of the project is MMN Bina. Public Works Department (JKR) as the project manager. The client or the owner of the project is Ministry of Youth and Sports. AMD maintenance unit is Property Management of National Sports Council and NFDP itself as the user of AMD. Safirul stated through his Twitter that MMN Bina as the main contractor is fully responsible towards all the defects in the academy. The tender of getting all equipment for the academy also is in progress, but because of financial issue lead to the lateness of getting the tender. Safirul also stated that they didn’t worry about the defects at the academy, but he has urges the contractor to act as fast as possible to overcome the defects. Although there are too many obstacles, NFDP already corporates with the parents to make sure that this program still can run so that they can continue to develop more future football stars for our country.
	Syed Saddiq said that this RM80 million project failed to meet the goals. It is all after the national under-16 team failed to qualify to the youth World Cup in Peru next year. Football experts as well the people has urge Syed Saddiq to investigate what is really happening to the academy. For that, it has leads Syed Saddiq to expose more about corruption that are happening to NFDP that cause this project didn’t meet the main goal and purpose. The corruption are not only happened to AMD project, but others as well that are also happening in NFDP. Syed Saddiq warned anyone that involved in it and this will be report to Malaysia Anti-Corruption Commission (SPRM). He also said that the academy is not being manage well and that cause to such things happened towards the academy. Many people expected that AMD will become as good as other Europe’s country facilities, but it turns out the opposite of what we expected. There are many basic needs in the academy that haven’t equipped. The allowances of the staff cost nearly RM500 million also haven’t pay for few months because of lacks of money. Syed Saddiq already stated that Ministry of Youth and Sports won’t pay any cent to help recover the academy because it is none of their business.
	The first way to overcome all of the damage that happened in NFDP is by involving private sectors all over the country. There are many private sectors in our country capable to invest millions ringgit to own a club from other country. For the sake of our country’s football, we need these private sectors to involve together in helping the growth of our football. Private sectors are financially strong and secured that they can invest some money on our country football. By this way they can also market themselves in the country or globally. Private sectors involvement will make them as the stakeholders of the project.
	We can also corporate with other Europe or Asian clubs to build a better academy. When we have such cooperation with others that are much better than us in every aspects, we will learn more about how to build and manage. We can have their specialists to train most of our staff to handle the jobs well. We can learn how they organized the academy. Most importantly, we must learn from the pros on how to manage the financial well so that we won’t invest money on useless things or not beneficial.
	Public involvement also will help to overcome those issues. Malaysia’s people should become part of the stakeholders as well in the organization or the project. People involvement will become the biggest turning point to the project. When the people themselves involve in it, they will know everything that goes on and happening. Their involvement also is to make sure that they will be no corruption anymore. The corporation between the government agencies and the people can make sure that there is no corruption anymore that often happened in government agencies because they will need the people’s approval as well in making any decisions. It is the people’s power that will make them stronger.
	Above all that happened towards our national football as well to our future, it has become a concern for everyone. When it comes to our future, we care and concern about it so much. We’ve been investing so much money on it yet the outcome disappointed many people till this moment. We don’t want all of the investment to become waste and there is no positive outcome at all. But, we need to bear in mind that this is a long term project and the process is lengthy. It is where we invest for our future, but unfortunately there are some people using this ‘place’ for their importance. Corruption often happened and this destroyed many people’s hope. It is a shame to anyone who is actually ‘stealing’ this money that been invested to our youth. People behind all of this need to have integrity when handling such big responsibilities. The youth look up on us so be a good example for them to copy. It is not just for our football, but for our youth. This will become a platform to born a better youth that will serve for our country. This as well will become the most powerful tools to unite everyone in this country.
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