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The Little Albert Experiment

Have you ever wondered if an infant experience phobias? John B. Watson and Rosalie Rayner have proven that even a nine month old infant is able to have phobias. In the year 1920, they have conducted an experiment on the nine month old infant called “The Little Albert Experiment.” What is “The Little Albert Experiment”?

American psychologist John B. Watson and Rosalie Rayner was inspired by Russian physiologist, Ivan Pavlov, who created the theory. The only difference that these two psychologists made was that this experiment will be conducted on an infant instead of dogs. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This experiment was conducted to study how stimulus generalization can prompt responses to the conditioned stimulus. It was shown that Little Albert was easily influenced by fear. Even though he was initially not afraid of the objects exhibited, it caused him to fear all of the objects when he was provoked by the loud sound.

The conclusion that Watson drew from the experiment was that fear may have a crucial impact on psyche development. Based on this study on stimulus generalization, there will definitely be consequences after the experiment which might effect the future of the infant.
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