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KEY TO GETTING EMPLOYED: HARD SKILLS VS SOFT SKILL- UNDERSTANDING GRADUATE EMPLOYABILITY AND SOFT SKILLS
Presented by Prof Ts Dr Zainuddin Manan
REFLECTION ON VIDEO 1
  The outbreak of the highly contagious pandemic, Covid-19 has been engulfing all around the world including our beloved nation, Malaysia. Unfortunately, the outbreak of the pandemic has been causing thousands of people losses their jobs in this difficult time. Based on the statistics given by the Department of Statistics Malaysia, around 100,000 Malaysians have lost their jobs since start of Movement Control Order. Thus, in order to improve our employability, we should elevate our soft skills and hard skills. What are soft skills and hard skills? Soft skills can also be known as core skills or common skills, soft skills are non-technical skills that related how your work. Hard skills are training or technical knowledge that we have learned from life experiences for example jobs or education.
Keys to get employed highlighted by Prof Ts Dr Zainuddin Manan
1. Thinking and Problem-Solving skills
2. Lifelong learning
3. Collaborative skills
4. Adaptability
5. Entrepreneurship
6. Global Citizenship
 Firstly, thinking and problem-solving skills can be definite as the capability to utilize our knowledge, facts and data to settle any issues or problems that we encountered in our daily life. These skills are important for us to identify any issues in our life and figure out an effective and efficient way to solve the problems. About my plan to improve my thinking and problem-solving skills is to actively participate in co-curriculum activities during my Uni-life.
 Next, lifelong learning is the process of learning a new knowledge or skills continuously to improve ourselves throughout the life. Lifelong learning is imperative for us to elevate our competitive, capability and potential and also an effective way to prevent us being ousted by the society. I am planning to go for an internship during my semester break to improve my knowledge and skills in various areas.
 In addition, Collaborative skills is the cooperative of a group or organization to accomplish a target or settle a task in an efficient way. Undoubtedly, nowadays, Industrials highly emphasize on the collaborative skills of an individual. Thus, in order to improve our employability, we must sharpen our collaborative skills. My plan to enhance my collaborative skills is to participate in clubs to achieve my purpose.
  Furthermore, Adaptability is the capability of us to adjust ourselves to a new environments or conditions. Adaptability is essential for us to become more flexible while encountering any problems or difficulties in our lives. By having this skill, we are not easily knocked down by any adversity. My plan to improve my adaptability is travelling independently during my Semester break.
 Besides that, Entrepreneurship is the ability to organize or conduct any events or businesses, along with uncertainties. Entrepreneurship is important in innovating and creating a new products or services in order to improve the standards of living and brings benefits to others. My plan to elevate my entrepreneurship is to conduct a businesses or events in order to experience it.
 On the other hand, Global citizenship describes someone who is care, aware and understand the issues worldwide. Global citizenship is imperative in developing the global mindset of younger generation nowadays to arouse their awareness about the global issues and trying to take part to mitigate it. My plan for this matter is to pay attention to global issues by reading newspaper and watching news report.
 In conclusion, I feel grateful that I have the opportunity to attend this talk presented by Prof Ts Dr Zainuddin Manan. I really appreciate it. Via this talk, it widens my view about the hard skills, soft skills and also the key to getting employed. I will try my very best to elevate my skills to sharpen my employability. Thank you to the dedication of UTM Academic staffs.
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