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Name: Thanneermalai A/L Udayappan
Matrix Number: A19EC0171
Academic Advisor : Prof. Dr. Azlan Bin Mohd Zain
Activity 2: Japanese Cultural Exchange Program 





Activities information 
Date: 18/10/2019 
Venue: Fakulti Alam Bina dan Ukur, Lingkaran Ilmu, Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, 81310 Johor Bahru, Johor
Organizer: FAB Madam Azizah 

Graduate Attributes
· Communication Skills
· Leadership 
· Adaptability
Position/Role in the activities 
The role that I played in this cultural exchange program was a facilitator of the students from Japan. I was tasked to manage and exchange cultural information about Malaysian to the students whom were participating in the event. 
Mini Report 
Justification in joining the activities:
I was always fascinated with Japanese culture from a very young age. I was first introduced to this culture when I was still in high school by my friend through Anime. I was very interested in their culture as well as lifestyle as it was so much more different than our very own local culture. I was ecstatic when I was offered this opportunity by my senior. He had invited me to join this cultural exchange program at the beginning of my 1st year in UTM. I have participated in 11 cultural exchange programs within my 1st year in UTM which involved different schools from Japan. 




The Graduate Attributes that are focused on:
Japanese culture emphasis on speaking and practicing Japanese in day to day life. This has caused most Japanese students to be unable to speak English with good proficiency. This has made communicating with most of them a bit tricky and challenging. This has made me to improve my communication skills by learning basic Japanese phrases as well as conversation phrases to better communicate with the students to make them more comfortable. Leadership skills was also something I improved upon on because each facilitator was assigned a group of Japanese students whom I was responsible off. Besides that, I had to adapt myself to the ever-changing students as well as challenges faced when handling with students from different cultural background. 
Content of the activities:
The activity starts of from assembling at the FAB building in the morning for a short briefing session as well as ice breaking session between all the facilitators. After the briefing, we will be provided a light breakfast whilst waiting for the bus boarded by the School. Once the students have arrived, we are each assigned a group of students whom will be escorted to the FAB Hall where an ice breaking session between the Japanese students and their respective facilitators are held. After that, a speech by the Organizer, Madam Azizah, is given to the Japanese school’s principal and students. Next, a number of performances are done both by the facilitators as well as Japanese students. Once the performances are complete, we will move forward with some traditional games followed by lunch with the students. Lastly a commemorative speech by the UTM representative speaker and Japanese representative speaker are done before ending the program. 
Self-reflection 
This exchange program has allowed me to expand my horizon and learn more about Japanese culture as well as share our very own Malaysian culture with others. I have greatly improved my communication skill by being able to detect different body languages as well as facial ques due to meeting all kinds of people with different backgrounds. I have also learnt to adapt to my surrounding where ever I am or surrounded by different people. Some of the self-strength that I have gained Is the ability to be able to hold a conversation in Japanese as it motivates me to travel and maybe apply for further studies as well as work in Japan. Some of the challenges I faced when facilitating this program was confidence in speaking to strangers. It was a big challenge as it was always difficult for me to strike up a conversation. This program has given me an opportunity to face these challenges as well as to conquer them in the process. I overcame this problem by practicing starting up interesting conversation which can allows us to bond over. I got better at detecting new topics to converse about based on their appearance, hobbies and etc. 
Certificate/Photo/Video
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